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(Dutcome of this Session

7 UHCJerstanding the meaning and definition of | errorism
. (nderstand the role of ( Inited Nations in countering terrorism

. |nitiatives taken }39 ( Inited Nations in (_ounter-terrorism




\Whatis | errorism?

. | errorismis Commonl9 understood to refer to acts of violence that target civilians in the
pursuit of political Of ideological aims. |n egal terms, although the international communitg
has yet to aéopt a comprehensive definition of terrorism, existing Aeclarations, resolutions

and universal “sectoral” treaties relating to sPechCic aspects of it define certain acts and
core elements.

. In 1994 the (General Assemblg’s Declaration on Measures to | liminate |nternational
| errorism, set out in its resolution 49 /60, stated that terrorism includes “criminal acts
intended or calculated to Provoke a state of terrorin the general Pub]ic, a group of persons
or Par‘ticular persons for Political Purposes” and that such acts “are in any circumstances
un]usthciable, whatever the considerations of a Political, P‘ﬁiloso hical i&eological, racial,
etﬁmic, religious or other nature that may be invoked tojusthcg then




. fan years la’cerJ the Security Counci]) in its resolution 1566 (2004), referred to
“criminal acts, inc]uding against civilians, committed with the intent to cause death or

serious bodily injury, or taking of hostages, with the purpose to provoke a state of

] ,
terror in the general Public Of 1o group of persons or Particular persons, intimidate a

Popu]ation or compel a (yovernment or an international organization to do or to

abstain from doing any act”.
- =

: ln 2010 the Sccretarg»-General’s High»-levc] Fanel on srhrc‘:a‘tsJ Cl‘na”@nges and
Change described terrorism as any action that is “intended to cause death or serious
bo&ilg harm to civilians or non- combatants, when the purpose of such an act, bg its
nature or context, is to intimidate a Population, or to compel a (jovernment or an

international organization to do or to abstain from &oing any gGck




Tl’xe ( _onvention on the Suppression of Financing | errorism -~ 2002, Art.

2(1), defines | errorism as -

. ) An act which constitutes an offence within the scope of and as defined

in one of the treaties listed in the annex;

e Any other act intended to cause death or serious bodily irgury to o

civilian, or to any other person not taking anactive part in the

ostilities in a

situation of armed conflict, when the purpose of such act, bg its nature op

context, is to intimidate a -

B

oulation, or to com

el a government or an
-

international organization to

do or to abstain from doing any dct.




Dratt ( ounter-terrorism convention iag (1A article 2 contains a definition of

terrorism which includes “unlawtuug and inténtionaug” causing, attCmPting or

tiwreatening to cause: “(a) death or serious bo&ilg injurg to any person; or (b) serious
: , , , , *C ¢

ciamage to PUiﬁ)liC or Private Propcrth including a Piace 0) Pubiic use, a Staté or

r'

government taciiitg, a Pubiic transPortation system, an inrrastructure taciiitg or the

environment; or (c) damage to property, Piaces, taciiities) or systems..., resuiting or iikcly
to result in major ceononic loss, when the purpose of the conduct, 239 its nature or
context, is to intimidate a PoPuiation, or to compci a (Jovernment or an international

organization to do or abstain from cioing any actk

T he draft article further defines as an offence Participating as an accomplice,
organizing or directing others, or contributing to the commission of such offences Bg a

group of persons acting with a common purpose.




]mPact ot | errorism on global peace and security

Y says, terrorism -~

. | hreatens the &ignity and security of human beings evergwhere, cncjangers or
takes innocent lives, creates an environment that Aestrogs the freedom from
fear of the Pcople,jeopardizes fundamental freedoms, and aims at the
destruction of human rights;

: Has an adverse effect on the establishment of the rule of law, undermines
Pluralistic civil society, aims at the destruction of the democratic bases of

society, and destabilizes legitimatelg constituted (yovernments:
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. [Jas links with transnational organized Chihic Arug tragic@ng, moneg»-]aunciering and
tragicking in arms, as well as i”egal transfers of nuclear, chemical and biological materials,
and is linked to the consequent commission of serious crimes such as murder, extortion,

kidnappfng, assault, hostage%aking and robberg;

. | a5 adverse consequences for the economic and social developmcnt of States,

jeopardizes Friend]g relations among, States, and has acfemicious iml:)act on relations of
coo!:)eration among, Siaies including cooperation for evelopment; and

: Threatens the territorial integrity and security of States, constitutes a grave violation

of the purpose and Principles of the ( nited Nations, is a threat to international peace

and security, and must be suppressecl as an essential element for the maintenance of
international peace and security.
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Initiatives to counter terrorism

lnstruments regarding civil aviation

. 965 Convention on Ogences and Certain Othc—:r Acts Commit‘ced On ?508!’& Aircrznct
. 1970 ( _onvention for the Supprczssion of (/lnla\mcul Seizure of Aircraft
. 197 Conventlion for the Supprcssion of Unla\mcu] el against the Sagctg of Civil Aviation

. 1988 [Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawpul Acts of Violence at Airports Scrving International
Civil Aviation, supplemcntarg to the (_onvention for the Suppression of Unlawmcul Nt against the

Sapetg of Civil Aviation

. 2010 ( onvention on the Supprcssion of Uniaw{:ul Aits Relating to |nternational (ivil Aviation

. 2010 [rotocol Supplemcntarg to the (_onvention for the Supprcssion of Unlawful Seizure of Alircraft

. 2014 [rotocol to Amend the (_onvention on (Offences and (ertain Acts (_ommitted on Poard
Alircraftt




nstrument regarding the Protcction of international statf

And
taking of hostagcs

¢ 18975 ( _onvention on the Frevention and Funishment of ( rimes
Against ]ntc—:mationa”g Frotecte& Fersorxs

. 1979 International (_onvention against the Taking of Hostages




lnstrument rcgarding the nuclear material

And

exPlosive materials

] 980 Convcntion on the thsical Frotcction of Nuclear Material

2005 Amendments to the (_onvention on the F]‘lysica] Protection
ot Nuclear Material

199 ] Convention on the Marking of Flastic ExPlosives for the
Furpose of [Detection




nstrument regarding the maritime navigation

] 988 Convention for the Suppression of (_/lnla\mcul e against the Sagetg of
Maritime Navigation

2005 [rotocol to the (_onvention for the Suppression of Unla\mcu] At against
the Samcetg of Maritime Navigation

1968 Frotocol for the Suppression of Unla\mcul Acts Against the Sagety of
Fixed [latforms | ocated on the (ontinental Shelf

N

2005 [Protocol to the [Protocol for the SUP ression of Unla\mcul i Against the
Samccty of Tixed Platforms located on the Eontinental Shelg




*

nstrument regarcjing terrorist E:)CJrnE:)irxgsJ ﬁnancing

of terrorism and nuclear terrorism

997 International (_onvention for the Suppression of | errorist Bombings

o

1999 |nternational (_onvention for the Suppression of the 1f""inaﬂcing of

| errorism

2005 |nternational (_onvention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear

| errorism

UN Dranct Comprchensive | errorism Convention — under negotiation
since 2000




Tlﬁc UN Global Countcr~Tcrrorism Strategg,
2006 (GA/RL.S/60/288)

-4 Pi”ars of strategy :
: Ad&ressing the conditions conducive to the spread of terrorism
: Measures to Prevcnt and combat terrorism

. Measures to build states’ caPacit9 to prevent and combat terrorism and to
streng‘chen the role of the ( Jnited Nations system in that regar&

. Measures to ensuic rcspect for human rights for all and the rule of law as the

fundamental basis for the Fight against terrorism




Securitg Counci] Rcsolution '3 70

S( Res. 1373 (2001) - for the tirst time qualhcied terrorism as such, i.e.
without any reference to a concrete situation as a “threat to international

peace and security”

Subsequent19 alsoin O( Kes. 1535, 1566, 1617, 1624 — no formal rézjection
from states against this aPProach by the S |

]ntroduccd a ‘smart sanctions’ system.

e Res 1375 12001) ~tor the first time addressed “all member States” and

has therefore been comParc& to 3 legislativc act
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5€curit9 ( ouncil Resolution 1 579 (2001
Combatting Financing of terrorism

Reamcmcirming further that such acts, like any act of international terrorism, constitute a threat to international

peace and sccufitg,...

Acting under Chaptcr VI| of the Charter of the Ursiteci Nations,
i.Decides that all e shall:

(a) [revent and suppress the Financing of terrorist acts:

(b) Criminalize the wilful Provision ar co”ection, 59 any means, directly or in&irectlg, of funds }39 their
nationals or in their territories with the intention that the funds should be used, or in the knowleége that
theg are to be used, in order to carry out terrorist acts;

(c) [Treeze without dc]ag funds and other financial assets or economic resources of persons who commit, or

attempt to commit, terrorist acts




Sccuritg Council Resolution oy 2
T he (_ounter- | errorism (_ommittee ((_ ] ()

. 6.1)ecides to ezs’tablishJ . Committee of the Securitg Counci],
consisting of all the members of the (_ouncil, to monitor
implementation of this resolution... and calls upon all States to
report to the Committee” no later than o0 da95 from the date of
aj;Ption of this resolution and thereafter according to a timetable

to be Proposecj }33 the Committee) on the steps t%cg have taken to

implement this resolution:
P 3




( Inited Nations Otice of (_ounter- | errorism
(R ]

Provides strategic ]ca&ership, coordination and capacity Euilcjing
suPPort to Member States and to the members of the umtecj
Nations (slobal (_ounter- | errorism ( _oordination Compact Task
I"orce, in support of their etforts to implement, N a comPreheﬂsive
and balanced manner, the UN Counter~Terrorism Strategg and

its review resolutions, as well as relevant Securitg (_ouncil

resolutions.
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Pre 9/11: de~centralized approach through

. Sectoral conventions

. e obligation to criminalize spechcic acts in domestic orders;

o

istablishment of the Princip]e “aut dedere autjuéicare” for slaechcic OF]CCHCCSS

——

1;ncouraging mutual co~oPcration.

Fost 9/11:

. (_entralized aPProach through the S smart sanctions system
. comPlements the decentralized aPProach from betore 911

. Shhcting Para&igm to the use of force against terrorists
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